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Te their EXCELLENCIES the 
LORDS REGENTS 
| OF 


JGREAT BRITAIN. 


W LORDS, 


Make no Manner of Apology for addreſſing the 
following Obſervations to your Lordſhips, be- 
cauſe they immediately concern the Safety of 
his Majeſty, whom you have the Honour to re- 
ent; and the whole Nation, in whoſe Welfare 


have ſo large an Intereſt. As far as I am capable 


Þdging, they are both in the utmoſt Danger; and 
fore it is not only excuſable in me, but my in- 
enſable Duty, to give your Lordſhips.a juſt Ap. 
tenſion of our Condition. I am not only juſtified 
is Application, by the natural Right of Self- 
lervation, but bound in Duty to make it. I do 
approach your Lordſhips only in Behalf of ſuch 
inſignificant Perſon as the Author of this Pam- 
but of the King, and Kingdom. I am not 
ſible of the Diſtance between your Lordſhips 
my ſelf, and of the reſpectful Regard which ought 
paid to you. But, My Lords, as I ought to 


Inility and Reverence, ſo when I am ſpeaking 
an Occaſion of ſuch vaſt Importance, no one 
© think me in earneſt, if I did not ſpeak with 
Emotion. lt is not that I forget the Heighth 
eur Station, or the Lowneſs of my own, but be- 
t I am afraid leſt we ſhould ſoon be brought 
Ta Level, by being involved in one common 
A 2 Ruin, 


Teſs my ſelf to Perſons of ſuch high Dignity with 


« 
* * 8 


DEDICATION. 
Ruin. Under this dreadful Apprehenſion, but: 


well grounded, I do moſt earneſtly beſeech . 
Lordſhips to examine particularly into the State 
the Woollen Trade, and to employ your Wiſdom 
finding out ſome effectual Method to recover it. Ve 
certain I am, that unleſs you do, his Majeſty 
not long continue to be our King, nor we continue 
be a Free People. We 'ſhall unavoidably fall 2 
crifice to the Ambition of France ; and our De 
tion will as neceſſarily be followed by that of Zug 
I do humbly conceive that the Scheme which 
Webber has offer'd to the Publick will prove an 
fectual one, and that the Charter which his Ma 
was pleaſed to grant him, will be highly benef 
to the Nation. He has clearly convinced my Ju 
ment, and I will make as little doubt but that he 
eaſily convince your Lordſhips, whenever he ſhal 
' honoured with an Opportunity to explain him 
But, be that as it will, this melancholy Truth Ir 
repeat to your Lordſhips; unleſs the Exportati, 
our Wool be ſtopp'd by ſome Means or another, 
Nation muſt be ruin'd z and I moſt heartily beg 
God to direct your Counſels to the beſt Meaſures 
our Preſervation. 


— 
—5V— 


I am, 
My Lords, 
. Your Lordſhips, 
Moſt Reſpeciſul, 
TY Unknown, 
Humble Servan 


of ns 


CONSEQUENCES 


| TRADE, e 


HERE cannot be a more fatal Symptom attending 
any Diſtemper than nſen/ibility, When a Patient is 
paſt /ee/ing, he is uſually paſt Cure. — If his Caſe be 
not beyond the reach of Medicines, while he thinks 
himſelf in a State of Healtb, it will be difficult to 
make him attend to any Attempts towards convincing him that he is 
fick ; and more difficult ſtill to perſuade him to apply proper Reme- 
dies for his Recovery, whilſt he perceives no Occaſion for any at all. 
Or, if the real Diſtemper be miſtaken, or neglected, he muſt una- 
voidably die, let the Skill of the Phyfician be ever ſo great, and his 
Preſcriptions the beſt adapted to what he apprehends to be the Caſe. 
The Reader will eafily fee that, by the Patient, I mean Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland; and I moſt heartily wiſh, the Condition between 
Them and that of a Sick Man were leſs juſt. We have been in a Con- 
ſumption a conſiderable Time, and are now reduced to a State of 
Weakneſs that renders our Recovery very difficult, tho? not impoſlible ; 
and yet, like others in that flattering Diſtemper, ſo inſenſible of our 
Danger, that inſtead of being thankful for ſo friendly an Office, we 
are angry with thoſe who warn us of it, or offer to preſcribe to us. —- 
As is uſual in Con/umptive Caſes, though our Want of Strength and 
Spirits makes us peeviſh and fretful, we are quite ignorant of the 
true ge of it, and unmindful of the proper Method of Cure. There 
is a Perſon, ſeemingly rais'd up by Providence, who has laid before 
us the true State of our Caſe, and what is neceſſary to be done, but 
his Remonſtrances and his Pre/criptions have not only been ſlighted, 
but our Benefactor ha: been upbraided with Lunaq and Diſtractias. 


The 


\\ 


<6) | 

The Diftempetr of which we are ſo ſick, is the Decay of our 
Moollen Trade; and the Cauſe of our Diſtemper is, the Exportation 
of our un manufactur d Wool to Foreigners. For above twenty Years 
we have been gradually, but not by /ow Degrees, waſting in our 


© Riches and Strength ; the Rent. Houſes in Cities and Towns have 


been ſinking, or becoming üninhabited; the Rents of Gentlemen's 
EjJtates have been falling, and ill paid, or thrown upon the Land. 
lord's Hands; Money, in al Commerce, has been growing 
more and more ſcarce; for Want of Employment the Number of 
Poor has been encreaſing, while our Capacity to maintain them has 
| ap], wp Teſs 3 large, and once the moſt Nouriſhing Towns, 
moſt ruined by the Decay of their ManufaRute, .apd thoſe 
few who have ſomething left, made almoſt Beggars by the Weight 
of Pariſh-Rates , the French, our natural and irreconcileable Ene- 
mies, have been all this while gaining the Riches which we have 
loſt, and daily growing ſtronger, in proportion as we have been 
growing weaker ; and all this through our own ſtupid Folly, in not 
eeping our Yoo! at Home. This is our deplorable Condition, 
exceeding bad in itſelf, but the more dangerous, becauſe few have 
a juſt Apprehenſion of it, ſome ſit ſtill in Deſpair, athers ate too in- 
dolent to ſeck Information, and many too conceited to "accept of 
it. There is another Set of People (tho' nothing but known Facts 
would make ſo monſtrous a Truth credible) who: ſeems. to be i 
Pain for fear their Country and their Families ſhould not be ruin” 


and uſe a deal of unnatural Induſtry to hinder the N from 


ing its Danger, or taking proper Meaſures to prevent its 

— _— Poverty, —_ and Popiſo Perſecution, fo 
dreadful to our Forefathers, me Tiles not worth regarding by 
us ? Are Freedom, Plenty, and our Religion, ſo highly eſleem'd by 
all the reſt of Mankind, grown too inconſiderable to deſerve our 
and 7 ? And if they be Things of ſuch vaſt Impor- 

tance to our Happineſs, as they have hitherto been eſteem'd, does 
it not; become us carefully to attend to the preſent State of the 
Nation, to examine whether it be in ſo bad a Condition as I have 
preſented it, and, if it be, to exert ourſelves with the utmoſt 
igour for our Preſervation ; I only deſire my Fellow Citizens, 
— Fellaw, Countrymen to act like rational Creatures; to think 
and j for — All that I propoſe is, to help them, if 
they will read over a few Pages, to form a right Judgment of their 
Caſe, -that they may be awaken'd out of their Lethargy, and ani- 


mated to take ſpeedy Meaſures for their Recovery. And for this 


Gs I earneſtly deſire them to conſider the following Particu- 


1. The Conſequences of Trade, as to the Wealth and Strength of 
any Nation. | 
"4 4 The Conſequences of the Moallen Trade in particular; the great 
Superioriy of it over all other Branches of Trade. 

3. The preſent State of it in England and France; the vaſt Loſs 
which we ſaſtain yearly by its great Decay among us, and the im- 
menſe Gains of the French by their Improvement of it. 
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4. The Danger we are in of becoming a Province to Fance, un- 
{s we immediately take care to recover our M vollen Trade, by pre- 
nting the Exportation of anmanfactur d Wool to Foreigners, | 

And when theſe Particulars are fully examin'd and weigh'd, the. 

ader will be aſtoniſhed to hear what Steps have been taken, 
a moſt ingenious and honeſt Projector, to ſave us from Ruin, 
ad what little Regard has been paid to his generous Endeavours. 

1, The firſt Particular to be conſider'd is, The Conſequences of 
rade, in reſpect to the Wealth and Strength of any Nation. And 
jon this Head any one may have nable Satisſaction, either 
om Fas, or Arguments ; from the known Hiftory of Nations, or 
m the Nature and Reaſon of the Thing. From the former 
x learn that thus it has been in all Countries; and from the latter 

can prove that thus it muſt always be. 

If we examine the Hiſtory of all the Nations in the World, we 
all find thoſe to have been the richeſt (excepting ſuch as had 

nes of Gold at Home) who extended their Trade and Commerce 
fartheſt, The Compaſs of my Deſign will not permit me to 
aw up a Hiſtory of this Matter at large, but I muſt content 
yſelf with ſome particular, flagrant Inſtances, —— No Man, wha 
$ ever read his Bible, or the Hiſtory of the Feu, can be 
joraat of the immenſe Treaſures King David and King 
mon brought Home from Foreign Countries by the Improve- 

at of Commerce, The Plenty of Gold and Silver under the 
ns of thoſe two Kings, eſpecially the latter, would be al- 
it incredible, did we not know the Hiſtorians, who gave the 
xrouUnt to be infallible. Next to Them, ancient Hiſtory affords 
ing beyond tne Hrians, and their Deſcendants, the Carthage» 
„ Who enrich'd themſelves in the ſame Manner to an extraor- 
wry Degree. But the Effects of Trade and Commerce are evi- 
| 1 from the known State of Europe, Wherever they 

e flouriſh'd moſt, thoſe Nations have been the wealthieſt. What 
the Cauſe of the great Want of Money almoſt all over Germany, 
their Want of Trade and Commerce? How came the States of 
land, a Country very ſmall in Extent, to have ſo many large 

populous Citics, and to be able to bear ſuch a vaſt Load of 
es ? Could the Culture of their Land employ ſo many Hands 
their Towns, or the Products of it raiſe ſo much Maney? How 
te France to be ſo poor, before the Improvement of their Trade. 
ſo rich now, notwithſtanding the vaſt Expences that they have 
Nat in the Affair of Poland and Jtaly, in maintaining an Army 
Jen 250,000 Men, in the continual Repair and Improvement 

alt Fortifications, and erecting new Ports; how, I ſay, came 
once veggarly People, while they have been ſupporting ſuch 
ges, to be in Condition to lend Money to the neceſſitous Em- 
„to aſſiſt Spain, and to put ſuch large Sums into our Funds. 
E2rth would do ſuch great Things, they had as much Land 

PORE, as tliey have had fince the Growth of their Manuy/a&#u- 
„» Tbeir Trade has done all: Trwar Trade which they have 

irom vs, or, rather, which we have given them, Flanders 


[ſee 
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gs their former opulent, and their preſent ruinous State largely ſet 
orth in a Pamphlet, lately pnbliſh'd by Mr. London of Tiverton, 
intitled, Some Conſiderations on the Importance of the Moollen Ma: 


Wack 
all th 
it is 


nufaturies] is a notorious Proof that Trade may become an almog even 
mexhbauſtible Source of Wealth to a Nation. By this, ſays by th: 
Mr. London, © were founded thoſe numerous, large, regular, ang and 
« well built Cities wherewith it abounds, full of magnificent . Amo 
* Churches, adorn'd after their Manner with exquiſite Paintings, þ ad © 
and rich Ornaments of ineſtimable Value; of great and ſtately / is 10 
Monaſteries and Convents ſo richly endowed, that ſome of their 19 
«this 


«© Revenues equal that of Princes; of 275 Town-Halls, and 
Magaxines for the Accommodation and well Management « 
their Manufacturies; of Canals of vaſt Breadth and Length, for 
* the Conveyance of Goods from one Town to another, with Lock ou 
* ſoas to raiſe Veſſels, ſometimes, zo and 40 Feet perpendicular h it br 
« the whole dug out and erefted at ſuch a vaſt Ex nce that I whole. 
* almoſt exceeds Belief.“ But when they loft their Fade, theitggainſt 
Cities became almoſt uninhabited, and the Graſs grew in thein That the 
Exchanges. But if we had not ſo much Evidence from Abroad hat Tra: 
f the great Riches ariſing from Trade, the Hiſtory of our i 
ntry might convince us, Let any one go back only as far 
the Times Pa Henry the VIIth firſt began our Meollen Mam 
faturierz, and compare the Quantity of Specie in the Nation an{"£ 
the Price of Labour, with the Times of King Milliam and Ques 
Anne, when our Trade was in its higheſt Prof rity : Let hi 
then go on, from the firſt Declenſion ot our Trade, to obſerve ht 
Money gradually grew again lets plentiful, and Labour cheapet 
as that gradually declin'd z and he will not be ignorant of th 
grand Source of Riches to any Nation. I ſhall only obſerve fa 
ther upon this Head, how Trade raiſes the Value of Land, and i 
ves Gentlemen's E/tates; for, the Number of People that 
_— and maintain'd by it, occaſions the Land to be more i 
proved, in order to ſupply thoſe People with Proviſions, ſuppe 
the Farmer by conſuming the Products of it, and occaſions a Ciif 
tulation of Commerce in every Branch of it, beyond what e 
libly be where there are fewer People, or the People have 


of II 
k wi 
our Ri 


leb, r21s 
while, 


7 to lay out. For which Reaſons, thoſe Parts of the Coi dy Force 
try where our Trade has flouriſh'd moſt, have been, in fact, great nſt Fran 
the beſt cultivated. our k 
hat Trade is the Source of Riches, is a Truth which appe Nava 
from Fadi, but we may ſhew from the Nature of the Thing tiere ſhe \ 
it muſt be ſo. If a Nation has no Mines of its own Growth, then nc 


can the People grow the richer by Dealing with one another. 
may by Induſtry improve the Products of their Country, and 
may exchange one Thing for another, but all this Commerce 


produce no Money, When any of our Produtts are exported VIIch, 
Foreigners for Money, this brings into the Nation ſo much ad ſc 
titious Riches. If thoſe Products, before Exportation, be m ead o 


fadured, then the Labour in manufacturing is added to their 
al Value; and the more the Labour, the greater Wealth fung; : 


| (9) 1 
ely ſet Þ 22ur'd Goods bring into a Nation, becauſe Foreigners pay 
et n that Labour. This Obſervation ſhews what a vait Detri- 
„ Ma it is to the Nation to ſuffer Leather to be exported, becauie, 
; Ipreventing it, we ſhould fend abroad a greater Quantity of Shors, 

ſays by that means gain fo much Money as the JYages of the I ork- 
: 00 and the Profits of the Maſters, and Merchants, out of each 
c amounts to. Or if we import the Products of another Coun- 
and export them again manufaur'd, the Labour of manufac- 
wp is ſo much Wealth brought into the Nation, deducting only 
original Price of the Materials before they were manufactur'd. 
this ſhews'the true Riches of à Nation, ſo it ſhews, likewiſe, what 
of Trade or Commerce it is that can produce them. If we 
Kk without bringing in Specie, we cannot grow richer by it; 
Locks our Riches can be only in Proportion to the Quantity of Specie 
jcular Ich it brings in; fo that if the Value of our Experts ale leſs, upon 
chat whole, than the Value of our T-ports, the Balance of Trade be- 
thei againſt us, we muſt be beggar' d by Tradin — 
*. hat Trade is the Source of Riches; ant all Nations have been more, 
ir ones powerful, in proportion to the Degree of their Wealth. As the 
far litt never were ſo rich, as in the Times of David and Solomon, 
ley never were at any other Time fo powerful, or in {uch Eſteem 
neſt-other Nations. Dr. Prideanx has obſery'd, that the weal- 
uy of Tyre, when Alexander was making Conqueſts of Na- 

with as much Expedition as ſome would have :cavel'd over 


to ſubrive a conſiderable Part o! the World, at laſt diiputed, 
a long Time, the Empire of it with the moit potent People, 
Romans, and had undoubtedly conquer'd them, if the Euvy 


— annibaP's Glory had not rais'd up at Home Factions that de- 
| dly obſtructed the Progrefs of his Arms. Next to Carthage, 
20 Pieve, Holland is the moſt flagrant Inſtance of the Power of 
at , reiv'd by Merchandize. '1 hey have been a N io but a 


while, and yet what a Number of fine Colonies hu ve they gots 
by Force of Arms? What an extraordinary Stand did they wake 


ids our King? Nay, they have been abie to engage with the 
Naval Force of Great Brita.m What was —— Britain. 

re ſhe was enrich'd by Trade? er Nawy now ſo powerful, 
then no better than ſome Fins Boats, ſo inconſiderable, that 
lay open to be invaded by every Nation, the Romans, Saxen, 
nd ties, and even Normans, that mall Fart of France haviry been 
ce Conquerors. As our Trade cnereaſ d, from the lime of Henry 
re VIIch, we grew Richer and more Powerful, till we were able 
adi w_ ſo great an Fxpence, and make fo glotious a Figure at 
ead of the confederated Forces, againſt that ambitious Na- 
ir u, to whom we are now voluntarily givirg up cur Trade and 
th MNngth; as if Powerty, Slavery, and Shame, were preferable to 
B Plents, 


hat the Riches of a Nation are the SY g of it, is as clear a Point, 


met with more Oppoſition from that fiagle Place than from 
bol Perfian Empire. It is well known that the Cartbage- 
, merely by the Force of their K:ches acquired by Trade, were 


Wunſt France, under the Command of the Prince of Orange, aſter- 
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( 11 ) | 

low, I muſt be ſo free with my Countrymen, as to declare, that 
my Opinion, no Nation in the World enjoys ſo many natural 
lvantages, as God's kind Providence has bleſs d us with; and no 
ation is ſo inſenſib e of their true Intereſt. Our Situation, as an 
and, is a great Security to us from foreign Violence. Our Soil 
Mgoduces more of the Neceſſaries of Life (ſuch as Beef, Salmon, 
Wow, Leather, Tin, &c. than any other Country in the Wor'd, 


Arie think fit to ſet upon them; though it is not by a Tax 
1 In any of thoſe Things that Mr. Webber propoſes to bring in 


S many Millions from Foreigners. And as this Nation avi pur- 
ie of other Nations the Conventences and the Lux ics of Lite, 
is right Policy to ſuſſer them to be brought in as cheap as 


do Able, inſtead of loading them with heavy Duties, which im- 
em Werith and weaken, not only the Suljeck, but the King in ofa, 
as bur Trade were thus condu ted, our Imports, upon the whole, 
they carried Money out of the Nation, would not be of much 


app adice, becauſe we could export many of thoſe Goods again, 
be back profitable Returns, and make ourſelves the Carriers of 
ope. And, farther, by thus eniarging our Commerce, we encreaſe 
Shipping, and provide a conitant Supply for our Navy. I is true, 
es muſt be rais'd for the Support of the Government, but if we 

as undoubtediy we might, make Foreigners pay them, we ſave 


take as much from them. | 

Wool for Clothing is, to all the World, as much a Neceſſary 
ife as any thing ele and more pecu.iarly the Growth of cur 
Cogatry, than any thing, becauſe the midling Sort of Cloths, 
the Uſe of the Bulk of Mankind, cannot be made without it, 


be wiſe enough to manufacture our own Wool at Home, we 


have the ſerving all the World with this Kind of Woollen 


bw much more profitable this Braich of Trade would be than 
ther, is worth enquiring, and exfily prov'd, I defire the 


enrich'd Flanders, and now- enriches French Flanders and 
to ſo great a Degree: that it was tie Moollen Trade that en- 


s Reign, aud at the End of it to be richer than when we began 
and thit the Reaſon why the Woollen Trade was, during that 


have any of our «rmanyfatur'd Wool 


Ire ve and we ſhall eafily perceive how the Advantages of them 
pon Ul to be ſo ſuperior to thoſe of any other Branch of Buſineſs. 
. thin he Riches of a Nation ariſe out of the Labour of the People 
judginfiffrzed to foreign Markets. If our People can be employ'd, and 
Mean ein find Cuſtom abroad for the Goods manufactur'd by them, 


tue more populous we are, _> richer we are; but a Number 
2 | ol 


| which other Nations wil! have at almoſt any Price that we 


much Money to the Nation, add ſo much to our own Strength, 


any Sets manufactur'd to ' any Perfection) and, therefore, if 


* 
— 


ler to remember that it was the WooLlLEN Trade that for- 


d Us to ſupport ſuch a my War in King Hilliam and Queen 


, in ſo flouriſhing a Condition, was, becauſe Fance cyuid not 


t let us enquire into the Nature of the Woollen ManufaRu- 


{42 } | 
of People unermployd are a Burtben, as this Nation feck very 
{ bly at preſent. But, if our oo were kept and manufactur d 


Home, all our People might be empioy'd in the Woollen My 
_ JaQturies, and their Wages paid by Foreigners in the Purchaß 1 
the Goods. I ſhall give the Reader a ſmall Specimen of the M 
ber c Hands empoy'd in manu/aQuring our Wool, which 
© Mw tipiication, would ſhew him how many the whole Growth 
our Country would employ. For Inftance, Three Packs of Wq 
weighing 7 20 Ib. manufactur'd into Broad Cloths, Camblets, | 
ges, Holes Sc. + moderate Computation, one Sort with a 
© ther, employ 450 Perſons, (I might ſay a great many more, ali 
600, but 1 am Nin in all my Calculations to keep within Bom 
ſuch as Combers, Scriblers, Stock-Carders, Spinners, M eauers, | 
lers, Burlers, Dyers, Dreſſers, and Preſſers, who, upon an 
rage, will earn, each Perſon, 5 . a Week; the whole amount 
to 112 J. 10 s. Now the Growth of Great Britain and ug, 
Wool being above a Million of Packs (as will be prov'd ; ) if thi * 
Packs will employ 450 Hands, and their Labour produces 118 
10 s, a Week, any one that underſtands Figures may ſoon fee 
many a Million of Packs will employ, and how much they will 
in a eek, a Month, ora Year. | 
I appeal, now, to the Gentlemen in the Alen Buſineſs, 
1 77 75 end to come neareſt to the Moollen Trade, for the Nuß 
of Hands concern'd in manufacturing it) whether that can en 
- tO many. Beſides, Sit not being of our own Growth, ſuch a Quat 
of it as is neceſſary to employ an eqza/ Number of Hands, 'w 
carry more Money eur of the Nation in the Importation 
than the oel which we fell to Foreigners will bring inf it 
that the Difference of the Price of the Materials would be ſo m 
Lots to Us. I mean that the raw gilt, for employing 100 Hal 
ſuppoſe, would colt us more, than fo much anmanufactur d 
would fetch from Foreigners, — From this State of the C 
3: appears that we had better employ all the Hands that we can 
in the n ellen Maunfadturies, and purchaſe .Silken Goods mani 
turd, than manufacture them ourſelwet, for as much as the Lat 
of the Hands employ d in manufacturing Wool, would be more 
we ſhould give Foreigners for their ur in manufacturing 
Beſides the Silken Goods, that we make at Home, are almoſt 104 
oon Conſumption, conſequently, but few of them being ** | 
except to our Plantations, but little Profir can ariſe to us from the 
baur employ*'d in them. . 
To ſhew this Matter in another Light. The higheſt Pap 
that Wool bears at preſent is, 5 J. a Fack, weighing 240 16. 
Product, therefore, of 20 Packs, exported to France unmanufatu 
will be, no more than 100 J. But 20 Packs, in King Wi 
and Queen Anne's Reigns, when we manufactur'd it ourſelves, i 
fer 12 to 16 a Pack, Taking it at the loweſt, at 12 J. a Pa 
which Price Wool would again yield the Sheep-Maſter, in th 
cx Hur Years Time, (if the rtatian of it were ftopp'd) the 
Packs which now {ell for no more than 100 J. would fell 


240 


(13) | 
1 L which makes 140/. Difference to the Sheep-Maſter only. 
— | Nhe . theſe 20 Packs, at 3 5. 4.4. each Pound 
mn Ma of Wool upon an Average (tho' it really comes to 5 4.) amounts 
rchak to 720 / ſo that the whole Loſs to the Nation is 8607. in every 20 
he M Packs that are exported unmanufactur d. : |, 
hich, Y But this is not all. The 100 f. which the French give for theſe 
rowth Þ 2o Packs of Wool is not paid in Specie, but in S:/&s, Brandy, &c. 
H We run into the Nation Dab free, Now, if wwe loſe, and giye 5 
ets, French, in every 20 Packs of Wool exported to them unmany- 
vith af} fur" d, 860 J. what muſt be the Conſequence of giving them fo 
e, au many 190,000 Packs as we give them year y? And what a great 
Bou Lots is this to the Government, in the Duties . the Gaods that 
ers, would be imported in Return for ſome of our Wellen Manufadtares. 
an To inſtance only in the Lewant Trade to 2 and Jah. (Now 
Noun almoſt loſt to *., and in the Hands of the Yr 
750 bring from them, in Return for Moollen Goods, raw Silks, Cotton, &c, 
all regularly paying Duty to the Government. "Theſe Goods 
es wou id employ and mai tain many of our Poor in manufacturin 
them. And are not ſuch Imports, as theſe, manufactur' d afterwards 
by ourſe ves, and applied to the real Uſes of Life, preferable to 


ench Brandy, which we can do full as well without? Beſides 


that, by theſe Means we enlarge our Commerce, employ qur Ship- 
ping, * breed Sailors for the! Defence of the Kingdom. Theſe 
acts 


the Woollen Manufucturies will be farther ſet forth under the next 
Head of Enquiry, from a Calculation of Mr. Landan's. Let us there- 
fo attend to the Condition of theſe Molen Manufa4uries, HERS 
tp 


France; with the great Loſs that ave ſuſtain, and the unmenſe 
which the French gain thereby. T great Decay of 
them here may be A many Ways. 

t. As Mr. Webber, in his five Letters concerning the Importance of 
the Nollen Trade, has obſerved, there ean be no more Wool me- 
nufuctur d than what is comb'd, ſcribled, and carded; and it is 
well known that there is not a fourth Part of the Number of Combers, 
Scriblers and Carders, that uſed to be; from whence it is plain 


now made, that were made formerly. 


the i amount to above 1 4, Millions Sterling. How much larger they were 


in the Year 1698 any one may imagine, from what Mr. J eher has 
1ſt u teſtified upon his A Knowledge, at p. 17 of his five Letters. He 


6. IF tells us there, that at Brijto/-Fair, only, in eight Days Time the 
au Did and Spaniſp Merchants and Factors bought above 1 50,000 
Wil Pounds worth of Woollen Goods, beſides what was carried from 
es, Brig eauater in a Dutch Dogger. Upon which he obſeryes very 
a I juſtly, that we have all imaginable Reaſon to think that Minehead, 
in WF" Born/25/-, Bitheford, Topſpbam, or Exon ; that along the South Chan- 
) the f nel, Loder, Bocking, and Braintree, Norwich — 
7 proportionable Quantities for Exportation, 
3. 


| 
- 
1 
: 
| 
4 


| 


i 


ench.) We uſed to 


and Conſequence: are undeniable. But the Prohts ariſing from 


that there is not a fourth Paxt of the Quantity of Woollen Goods 


2. From the Exports. Mr. London computes that all * r Wool 
expo} and Labour, that is conſumed at Home, and ſent Abroad, not 


0 Yarmouth, fold 


— ——_— _ 
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tors going, 


"Money from thoſe Foreigners, and keeping their Goods in 
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3. We have. none of thoſe Dutch and Spaniſo Merchants and Far. 


nor any Inſtances of the Manufac.urer's refuſing 2 
eir 
Ware houſes for the Supply of their Home Cuſtomers On the con- 
trary, they are forced to ſend them to Blackwell Hall, there to 
pay Houſe-Rent, to give Diſcount Money to their Factors, becauſe 
they can't wait *till the Goods are fold, and ſomet mes to take 
#'ool in lien of Money, Theſe known Facts undeniably prove à vaſt 
Decay of the Trade, | 
4 The State of Foreign Coin among us is another plain Proof. 
About the Time that Mr. Webber mentions, it was as current as our 
ewn, and now you can ſee none in any Payments, unleſs it be Por- 
tugal Money; and the Reaſon is, becauſe by the Lois of our Wool- 
len Trade in other Nations, the Balance is aga.nſt us. In France, 
as I have been informed by Eye-Witneſes, 
common as Portugal Pieces are here. | | 
$5. Which is er evident by the great Scarcity of our own 
Coin. I am acquainted with many of the London Traders, who 
agree in their Accounts of the State of the XAingdom in general, that 


. they never knew any Thing like the preſent Want of Money; for 
em are going to leave off Buſineſs. I 1 
have been in many Parts of the Kingdom, and have had this me- 


whach Reaſon ſeveral of 
lancholy Truth confirm'd to me by Gentlemen and Farmers. One 


in particular aſſur'd me lately, that he expects next Year to have his- 
upon his Hands; and ſaid he queition'd whe . 


whole Eftate thrown 
ther, when the King's Tax was paid, There would be a 8 
inthe Pariſh. In Town there is the ſame Complaint of the els 
of Trade, and the Scarcity of Money; all owing to the Decay of 
the Moollen Manufacturies, which us'd to give a briſk Circulation 


to all other Branches of Trade and Commerce, by a free Circulation 


of Foreign Money, and having the Balance of our-National Trade on 
our Side, whereas now our Specie is exported for Foreign Goods. | 
6. The vaſt Increaſe of he Number of our Poor ſhews it beyond 


Contradiction. Mr. Webber tells us, upon the Authority of a Nob/e 
Peer, Who was at the Expence of procuring an Eſtimate, that we 
had four Years ago, above a Million upon the Rates, capable of 
Pariſh knows, to their Colt, that they have 


working 5 and every 
been yearly increaſing ever ſince. But, 
7. Let any one examine, particularly, the State of thoſe Towns 


| where the Woollen Manufacturies have been carried on, and he 
will ſee their moſt flouriſhing Towns reduced to perfect Beggary by 


the Loſs of their Trade. It is poſſible that in fome feww Places the 
Woollen Buſineſs may have been lower then it is at preſent, but 


then it is not ſo high as it has been, even in thoſe Places: Neither, 
icular Inſtance or two, ſignify any 


if it were otherwiſe, would a 
Thing to the General State of the Kingdom. 
If 2ve have loſt our Meollen Trade, into what Hands is it fallen ? 


Several Nations come in for a ſmall Share of the Plunder, but 
| ARON * France 


ngliſh Guineas are as, 


France hi 
the State 


as they uſed to do, to the Manufacturers Houſes in the grea 
"Country, to buy the Goods in the Places where they were many. 


tly in 
Mr. 4 
mation th 
anufat. 
heir own 
Manner. 
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Fance has the Bulk of it; as appears by Mr. Mur's Journal of 
he tly improved fince ; and therefore to ſhew, at one View 
my 4 ; and their Gain, I ſhall tranſcribe a Calculation out of 


ns Fnanufafur'd ; with which t can work up twice as much of 


ke Manner. 


aſt 
JA Mil. Packs} 

of. If Wool, (for 

Dur much «| 

or komputed to As now ſold, ſuffer'd 


ol - egrown here) V 16,000,000 /. 4,000,000t 
ty, by fold, when * 8⁰ — — L 
. pon find to our 


a Manufac- 
res, at 16 J. 5 3 
Labour and Pro- 
Ce Labour E 500, ooo Packs 
id Profit in manufactured here, co 
Sorkingit at > 40,000,000 J. F under the Diſadvan- & 10, ooo, oo 
Ich imes tages mentioned at ; 
© 401. half Wages, 20 /. 
* [uf pe, Pack 
56, ooo, ooo 1. : 14,000,000 . 
Ts to our Diſadvantage 42,000,000/- 
Whereby it appears, that the Nation loſes no leſs than Forty-two | 


Willions Sterling yearly, beſides what the Landed Intereſt ſuffers by 
Poor, and Rates made to ſupport them, which, by the further 
ray of our Manufactures, will, in Time, become ſo numerous, 
at the Revenues of all the Lands together will not be found ſuffi- 
mt to maintain them. On the other Hand, France, by getting 
r £00,000 Packs of our Wool, can work up a Million and Half, 
being on all Hands agreed, that one Pack of ours is ſufficient to 
erk up two of theirs, and ſuppoſe we reckon but 35 J. per Pack 
& their Labour in working it, then the Labour of a Million and 
elf of Packs, at 35 J. per Pack, amounts to Fifty two Millions and 
alf Sterling, And that they do work up ſo much may well be 


* poſed, for they certainly will import no more of our Wool than 
by Pdſolutely neceſſary for them. f | 
0 91 It any one ſhould, as I make no doubt, but many will, be ſhock'd 
but the Quanti of Wool, ſuppos'd to grow in Great- Britain and 
her, land, it is I think, made highly probable by the following Ac- 


mt, taken from the ſame Author. 
ce That 


* 


en ? = — Manufa@ures yielded twice the Price formerly as at 
7. 


| viz, 364, 000 Packs, the whole amounts to One 


4 
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u That there are a Million of Packs of Wool growing 1 * 
br ot Byitain and Ireland is calculated thus, yeatly daf 

1. by the Toll-Yooks that = are brought into Smith. Ag 7 

pr Market for Slaughter, to ſerve * the Bills Milions r 

„ 36, oo Sheep and 1. 5 Weekly. Now allow Coagtt one 

of theſe,” thro hout the Seaſons, mode Lambs and that there a all th 

0,000 Sh -x aughter'd one Week wich the other, then the ref J{tion. 
Emel land generally co computed to conta n about ſeven 4 imes u f ther: 


many pita as „ within the Bills But ſuppoling {h Bleflin 


Sontag ofify fix Times as many, and that accordingly there argthe Wo 
210,000 Sheep ſlaughter'd in England Weekly; and I. ewile, that A inſteac 
4 Years Sheep are kept for Stock, or that there are a ways in BeaHcourte 
ing four Times more than are thus flaughter'd, as is uſual with ometir 
Sheep: Matters to compute, and allowing every Sheep, one with el Thor 


er, to bear four Pounds of Wool, and every Perit o 
Pack to weigh 24-5 lb. then the yearly Wool of tn E lend. Numb 
Englant, ecdrding to this Computation only, 1 Packs Take 28 leſſen 
mounts to we b 

Now in the Country throughout England, Peo- Þ high t 
98 i Town, and ences 
—— A Fes, fe 


l Fatitini is of leſs Extent, and lef | 
Fruitful than England, admit there but one ( _ Scotland. 
hg aut of — in it, and it amounts Packs 182,0 


b Then as Trdlend unot is not one fourth Part leſs than” 
England, but is full as fertile, and taken up 
chiefly with Feeding it hath been judged by ſome 
who have taken 2 Fains thoroughly to in- 
form themſelves, it hath ear as many Sheep 
in it as there are in Exgland ; but ſuppoſe we fay, 
only half the Quantity that Fugland produces, 


and 


_ Mate Ce 


Million, arid Two hundred and {eventy four 


thoufand Packs ————— 8 | 
| " Sum Total Patks I 254.08] hing Re 


N. B. In this Calculation is not included the Wool of Sheep ehh, + 
tinually ſlaughter'd, call'd r M, nor the Wool of Lambs. being 


I have already computed the Profit ariſing from the Labour d 
manufacturing a Million of Packs only, I ſhall here fubjoin 'a CalFaſures fc 
culation of the Share that Foreigners would pay of this Profit to u 
Two hümdred ard fifty thôuſand Packs of Wool, yearly, the 
fourth Part of the Growth of Great- Britain and Jrelanu, will cloatli one ar 
Thirteen or Fourteen Millions of People one with another, which i Trade 
more than the Number of our Inhabitants are ſuppoſed to amount are 
to; ſo that three Parts in four of our Manufactures would be ede Wei 
ported, and bring home Money in Return, to the Amount of _ T, Faxes, 
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ly la Thirty Millions Sterl'ng, for the bare Labour in manufacturing 
Pe Seven Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Packs, befides the Value 

the Wool itſelf, unmanufactur d, which is reckoned at twelve 

lions more, in all amounting to Forty-two Millions, all ariſin 

n one ſingle Branch of our 1rade, and far exceeding the Value 

all the Branehes of Trade belonging to This, or any other 

he reſt Nation. 

nes as If therefore we were ſo wiſe, and juſt to ourſelves, as to preſerve 


Smith- 
ills + 
/ Logo 
re are 


ing i Blefling, we might be the richeſt and the moſt powerful Nation 


re arethe World, eaſed of our rp Load of Poor's Rates, and Taxes, 
that A inſtead of being deſerted and deſpiſed, again reſpected, dreaded, 
n -Be:fdcourted by our Neighbours, 
| with ſometime ago our Poor amounted to One Million and Four Hun- 
with el Thouſand ; the Decay of Trade ſince that Time, and the 
Ferity of this laſt Year may fairly be ſuppos'd to have encreaſed 
ny, Number to two Millions; if we go on thus encreaſing our Poor, 
cog. eſſening our Incomes by a farther Decay of our Trade, how 
al we be able to maintain them? Almoſt every Thing is taxed, 
high too, if we go on to loſe our Trade, how ſhall the neceſſary 
Fences of the Government be ſupported? How ſhall Fleets and 
Fes, for the Defence of the Kingdom, be maintain'd ? All the 
| in the three Kingdoms will not do it. Nothing but Trade, and 
hing but the Woollen Trade can do it. 
rom the preceding Particulars, viz. the Conſequences of Trade, 
d the Fealth and Strength of any Nation, the greater Superio- 
„in theſe Reſpects, of the Wollen Trade above all other 
ches of Trade, the great Decay of the Woollen Trade in Eng- 
„and the Growth of it in France ; from hence it mult appear, 
ty one who is capable of ſeeing at all, that unleſs we take im- 
ate Care to recover it, me muſt become a Prey to that ambi- 
Nation. The Diſpoſitions and Defigns of France; after fuch 
| 8 for Univerſal] Monarchy, can hardly be denied by 
moſt Frenchified Engliſhmen. Their Pofeſſions of Frienaſbip 
Pot be of Weight with any but ſuch as are inclin'd to their In- 
. They are making all poſſible Preparations for a State of 
| Enmity, and then the Maſk will be taken off. If any well- 
4,008 ning Reader doubts of their real Deſigns, let him read a Pam- 
t publiſh'd laſt Year, and entitled French Counſels deftrutive ta 
Wand, in ſeven Letters to Sir Their Intentions, there- 
being indiſputable, the only Thing to be confider'd is, their 
Pirit) to put their Deſigns in Execution. And I aſk any one 
our "OF! me what ſhould prevent it, if, inſtead of taking the proper 
ares for our Safety, we continue to furniſh them with the 
to was for accompliſhing it. We have ſeen what Riches ariſe from 
„ thin and Commerce, and how inſeparable Rzches and Strength are 
cloathM one another; and yet we ſuffer the French to inrich themſelves 
hich n Trade which they cannot carry on without our Leave, while 
mount are growing poor and weak by the Loſs of it. We are feaſible 
be cute Weight of Publick Debts, and yet voluntarily load ourſe/ves 
no leu Taxes, when we might make others pay them, and clear our- 
that | * ſelves 


JT 


P en 
165. 


| 


— 
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1 
ſelves, in a few Years, of all Incumbrances ; while their Finanghn, wit! 
are not only diſincumbred, but their King, as they are fond gone Tit 
boaſt, is continually putting honey into our Funds, and, by t 


Help of our o will 1001 be able to engroſs ſo large a Share g could | 
thc, that by drawing out ue will be able, as ſoon as their Defig othe 
ſhall be ripe for Execution, to leave us delenceleſs. -— If we confhile I fa 

the Number, or Condition of theirs, and aur Forces, what Peir Paſſic 


the Compariſon ? For Number, there is none; for Condition, verſoper T. 
little Our only *ecurity conſiſts in our Naval Forces, but Mes, Dr 
perience has taught us, that the Winds can render it uſeleſs. 
However, for Fear the Elements Zou/d be on our Side, we afytdivide 
taking the wi/ef Mealures for weakening our own Fleet, a 
ſtrengthening that of the French, e are giving up our Tr 
and Commerce, which are the proper Nurſery & it ; we are, wi 
them, giving up our Wealth, which, only, can maintain it. Thi 
French, by our Folly, are da.ly encreaſing both their Trade, a 


ar 
their Kiches, ſo very faſt, that they will ſoon be able to build, ay both 
buy and maintain as large a Fleet as they p eaſe; and all, who ku miſer 

any Thing o. what is doing in France, know, that they are bi eaſy f 
Building aud buying Mien of M ar as faſt as poſſible Laſt Year thawing to 
built 19, and bought others, Laſt Year, too, they began to en 
ciſe their Seamen, by ſending out a Fleet; as they are prepaniffate tha 
to do again, —lt is true, ne have, as yet, no Harbours Wag then 
Ships of Force on our Channel, but they have been hard at Wal The 8 
in making ſome, particularly at Grave/ines, which is as well fituatediigas tha 
Dunkirk. They are making another at Cherburgh near La-Hagu which 


If we conſider the State of Exgland and Ireland, the Pro 
is but a melancholy one. In Erg/and we are unhappily div 
into Parties, fo imbitter'd * one another, char in 
ot Need, common Danger would ſcarce be able to unite them ag 
the Common Enemy. I he Marks of Infamy that have been ſet upt 
a great Part of the Kingdom, for not- liking and oppoſing ſome 
the publick Meaſures, muſt have occaſion'd Reſentments, andfripp 
general Diſcontent is the Natural Conſequence of a general Decay 
our Trade, which is the Life and Soul of our public Welfare. 
if we were united, ſuch is the general Diſpoſition of the 
tion, they have not thoſe Principles of Afivity and Bras 


which have heretofore animated Engl; Hearts, and ſtrengtheafor Prot 
Engliſh Hands. Ihe Love of Liberty, and a Senſe of Religion, Wt his F. 
many, are quite loſt, in moſt are greatly weakened. But W%ri/ten: 
is, not all. Ihe French ſeem to have a conſiderable P here Wupture 
Her Intereſt. Mr. Webber aſſures me that an Officer bolonging In rey 
the Cuſtoms has own'd to him, more than once, and with Moth th 
Concern, that he was ob/ig'd to go on Board and fee Woo! ſhipp@ her 8 
which he knew to be bound for France. How, and.wwhy, Joslfſutting 
Tuoursox was render'd incapable of ſerving his Majeſty, Marianc 


afterwards run thro* the Body in Germain-Street, the ſame Petey ih 
inform'd me, and is ready to prove. I have, likewiſe, been Mfrey of 
ercdibly inform'd, that a certain Lord, the Son of a certain Gin c 


8 


Financp lan, with other Noblemen, gave an Order for 50 Suits of Cloths, 
fond th one Time, to be ſent for from France. Wales and Scotland 
by t know / leſs of, but neither of them, I doubt, are ſo well /atisfied, 

Share & could be wiſh'd, with their Condition, and therefore leſs averſe 


n otherwiſe they would be, to a Change of Government. But, 
we comfyhile I ſay this, I hope that God's good Providence will over-rule 
ir Paſſions, and make uſe of them for our Safety. This is not a 
refroper Time for Diſcord, but for mutual Affection among our- 
Ives, Duty to his Majeſty, and active Zeal for the Good of our Coun- 
In Ireland there are three, if not four Papiſis to one Proteſtant; 


we aftdivided, as they were formerly, and headed by the Chiefs of dif 
et, anffrent Parties, and all fighting againſt one another. Thoſe Head: are 
ir Fraß no more, and thoſe Parties are united by being reduced; and all 
re, with ſuch a State, that they would think any Change defireable. They 
it. IIe at preſent, indeed, without Arms, or military Knowledge; but 
de, wifhance and Spain have 15,000 of their Countrymen in pay, who 
uild, gay both carry them Arms, and teach 'em the Uſe of them. And 


miſerable Condition of that Nation, which may make it 
ealy for France to gain them, over to her Intereit, has been 
ing to a moſt ſtupid Piece of Engliſb Policy, dictated by Awva- 
alice and Fealouſy. The ſeven Letters above-mention'd, demon- 
rate _ we have been injuring our/e/ves, by cramping and diſtreſ- 
mng tem. 

The Situation of Affairs Abroad carries an Aſpect as unpromiſ- 
ras that at Home. Tho' France is the Grand and Deſigning Power 
If which Europe ought to be jealous, and againſt whoſe growing 
atneſs and ambitious Views it is their Intereſt to guard; ſhe has 
uaded them to be directed by her Counſels, and to carry on her 
eme for Univerſal Monarchy. | | 

The artful Cardinal has found out Means to diſſolve the 
Whance which was ſuch a Curb to her Ambition, and to 
aken the Parties of it. By his mi the Enperor has been 
rpp'd of Naples and Sicily, reduced to the Neceſſity of purchaſing 
Peace with France, at no leſs a Price than giving up Lorrain to 
t Power too t and formidable before, involv'd in a War with 
Turks, abuſed in the Meaſures of conducting it, deluded and be- 
hy'd by his treacherous Ally, and at laſt oblig'd to throw himſelf, 
r Protection into the Arms of the French, the Hereditary Enemy 


Zion, his Family, after having giving P to. the Turk the Bulwark of 
—ButWbrifendom, and thereby left himſeif more expoſed in caſe of another 
here Rupture. 

ging In regard to Spain, the French have acted as politick a Part. To 
ith Roth the Vanity of the Spaniſb Queen the has made a petty King 


her Son, and complimented England with the Fx ence of con- 
aing him to his Dominions. She has {et Spain and England at 
ſty, Wariance, whoie mutual Intereſt it is to be good Friends; that when 
e Petey {hall have ſufficiently weakened each other, ſhe may make a 
een Mfrey of them both. France is to Spain, what Spain is to Portugal. 
ain Hein can hinder Portugal _ 

| | 2 
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ving a Communicat.0n with 
, any” 
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any other Country by Land, and would have over-run her before this 
Time if ſhe had not been protected by the Britiſb Fleet, In the 


fame Manner that 2 ſurrounds Portugal, France ſurrounds Spain 
can ſtop up her Communication by Land, and muſt have her a 
Mercy, unleſs ſhe has an Ally ſuperior to the French by Sea. - But 
if England be deſtroy'd, what other Power can be able to proteſt 


r ? : | 

Holland has been about as wiſe as her Neighbours, ſo long under 
the Influence of French Counſels, that ſhe is, in a Manner, ſubject u 
French Government. Her Trade is decay'd ; the Government is poor 
and the Nation torn with Factions; their Navy, once the Pritiſb Ri. 
val, reduced almoſt to nothing. I need not ſpend any 'I'une in-ſetting 
forth their Weakneſs, which is apparent enough from the late 
Language of the French, and the Silence of the Dutch. Their preſent 
Neutrality is not the Reſult of their Wiſdom, nor the Effect d 
Complaiſance, but the Conſequence of their Fears. They. da 
not interpoſe leſt they ſhould haſten their own. Ruin _ Fra 
has menaced, and Holland trembles. It were no difficult Matter u 

int out the Progreſs of their Ruin, and open their Motives « 
Action; but it is enough to know the weak Condition to which 
they have brought themſelves.* Their Barrier Towns, which col 
them ſo much to keep in Repair and to Garriſon, would ftand en 
in little ſtead; for as the French can at any Time pour 100,000 
Men into the Auſtrian Netherlands, they can eafily over- run th 
- whole Country; and by getting Poſſeſſion of that, they can ſtarve 
thoſe Garriſons, by hindring any kind of Supplies from being ſent 
them. And they can with the more Eaſe do this, by Reaſon of 
the Diſaffection of. the Inhabitants. They are weary of their Suk 
jection to the Emperor, who is continually draining them of their 
Money, but unable to prote their Trade, while their Neighboun 
In French Flanders, by Means of the Encouragement given to Theirs, 
are in a flouriſhing Condition. This has occafion'd ſuch an Incli- 
nation in thoſe Feople to change their Maſter, that they woule 
of themſelves, open their Gates to the French, whenever they ſhoud 
come with a Force ſufficient to protect them. Within theie four 
Years hay actually form'd a Deſign to revolt, if the Polirick Card. 
mal had thought it a proper Time to receive them; but the En. 
For, England, and Holland, not being then ſufficiently reduced, the 
a Alliance might have prov'd, again, too ſtrong for him. An . 
active, or an unſucce ſiſul War, and another Years Crop of o 
Wool (which, no doubt, they'll find Means to get) may ripen their 
Projects, and put them upon Action. 
0 in other Parts of Europe, in Poland, Denmark, and Sweden, theſe 

erafty People have inſinuated themſelves, influenced their Counſelsy 
and created Diſturbances, to favour their own Schemes. . Only Ru 
has acted independently, and upon wiſe and ſteady Principles. Alex. 
ander has been juſtly ſtil'd a- common Robber, becauſe he laid walte, 
and plunder'd Nations that he had no more Right to, than I have t0 
ths Goods Liberty, or Life of ons of my Equals, but From tl 
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better become us, in common Deſcretion, to check their 
of Greatneſs, and to recover our own Trade; which cannot be done 
without putting a Stop to the Exportation of our earn e 

Wool to Foreigners. Ihe only ſenſible Queſtion is, not whether it be 


* 
3 Wh < - 
been guilty of as much Jajuſtice and more Treachery. For the Sake 


of ſubjecting thoſe to her Dominion, who, by the Law of Nature 
and Nations, are independent of her, and enriching herſelf with 


their Wealth, ſhe has been embroiling all Europe, that, by divi- 


ding and weakening them, ſhe may the more effectually compaſs her 
intended Conqueſts. They have Alexander's Vice of Ambition in the 
higheſt Degree, but not his Virtues of Openneſs and Generofity, 


i Yet, this is the Nation that ſome of us court with ſo much Af. 


fection, that we ſerve with ſo much Zeal, that we imitate 
with ſo much Servility._—— I would expreſs my Aſtoniſhment, if I 
could think of any Words ſignificant enough to do it. It will much 
wing 


abſolutely neceſſary to do it (fince that is no Queſtion) and that im- 
mediately too, but how it can be done effeftually. Some Gentlemen, 


of indeed, of the beſt Underſtanding, for Want of having examined into 


, that we might recover our Woollen 


the Matter, were of — 
as cheap as the French, tho* they do get 


Trade by going to M 


tf our Wool. But, 1ſt. How can we work as cheap as the French, 
unleſs our Poor could live as low as theirs, which they cannot 


do? 2dly. If we could awork as cheap, we could not go 7o 


Market as cheap, becauſe we, being oblig'd to carry our Goods abroad 
In large Veſſels, we muſt pay Duties, whereas Fance, by being on 


the Continent, can run their Goods into the neighbouring Nations 
Put free, and by that Means fave 10 or 12 per Cent. Beſides, 
the Wool of France being not of half the Value or Price, as that 
of Britiſb or ib Wool, as one Pack of our Wool works up two 
of theirs, and as what Wool our Manufactures buy is paid for in 
Specie, whereas what they draw from us is paid for in a good Mea 
ſure by wrought Silk, Rum, Teas, Coffee, Wines, and Brandy, 
&c. By the Profits on which it comes cheaper to them than even 
to 2 theſe are other Advantages to them, and all together a- 
mount, at leaſt, to 30 per Cent. in their Favour. 3dly. If you 
lower the Price of Labour, you lower the Value of Land, and obſtruct 
the Circulation of all Commerce, ſince the lower their Wages, the 
leſs Money the Labourers have to purchaſe the Products of the Earth, 
and other Things with; ſo that either they cannot buy: ſo many of 
them, or cannot give ſo a Price for what they buy. This is ſelf- 
evident. ——4thly. Why ſhould we be at the Trouble of contriving 
Means of going to Market as cheap as the French, and have the Price 
of our Goods bear down, when we can at once hinder them from 


wle to fix our own Price? Is it not better to have / the Trade, than 


4 only ome of it? To employ a// our Poor, than only ſome of them? 


To have a hig Price for our Goods, than a lab, or a midd/ing one? 
Lam atham'd to anſwer ſuch Objections as theſe. But, if it be 
thus neceſſary to prevent the Exportation of our Wool, how can ic 
be done? A Scheme has been offer'd, and approved, as effectual, 
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doing to Market at all, and, by having the Market to ourſelves, be 
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not only by Merchants and Trades-people of the pu Knowledge 
in their W. „ not only by ſeveral others in both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, but alſo by the Minifry : And indeed the Scheme ſpeaks for 
Itſelf, for, whenever it ſhall be put in Execution, ic will not only 
eaſe Pariſb- Rates, prevent Pariſh- Law-Suits, and ſuppreſs Vagranti 
and Thieves, but will find Employ for them to maintain them- 
ſelves, and 7 Ways to Commerce by exporting their Labour; 
tho' ſome little Creatures, hoping to make a Merit of their mean 
Conduct, have induſtriouſſy undervalued it, and miſ-repreſented 
the Projector. But if the Scheme be a good one, bow comes 
it to paſs that the unfortunate Projector ſhould have ſpent nine Years, 
and a great deal of Money, fo fruitleſsly, in his Application, for 
Acceptance? I have nothing to do with the Reaſons and Motives, 
the Conduct of my Superiors; but, as far as my Memory will 
me, I ſhall give plain Facts, a ſhort Narrative of Mr. Webber's 
Application and Reception, as he has related it to me, without mak- 
ing any Comments upon them. | | 
In the Year 31 Mr. Webber applied to his Maje/ty, recommended 
above 680,000 Woollen Traders (whoſe Petitions lie now in the 
ke of Newcaſte's Office) for a Charter to himſelf and Company, | ? 

to prevent the tion of unmanufactur'd Wool ro Foreigners 

by an Univerſal g. His Majeſty was moſt graciouſly pleas'd 

by, and with the Advice of his Counſel, to grant his Requeft, and 
CO to the Then Attorney-General to report, or form a 
harter for That Purpoſe : But he being of Opinion, that though it 
was the undoubted Prerogative of the Crown to grant Charters, 
and by Virtue of his Majeſty's Grant Mr. Webber and Company 
might have put the Scheme in Execution in the beſt Manner, they 
could, it was expedient to have an 4# of Parliament to veſt the 
Patentees with further Powers, than the Charter could convey to 
Them“. Mr. Webber was thereupon adviſed to apply to Parliament, 


Some have been fpleas'd to ſay, his Majeſty will not conſent that 
My. Webber ſhould nominate the Patentees. They mean, tba. 
evill not conſent to it, for his MajesTyY has conſented to it, in his 
Order for the Grant of the Charter to Mr. Webber and Company, 
 whith Order ſtands now upon Record in the proper Office. And his 
Privy Counſel hawe conſented to it, when they adviſed his Majeſty to 
grant it. The ſame Perſons ſay (nay, and look grave when | they 
ſay it) that My. Webber cannot expect to be admitted. to ſpeak to his 
Majeſty, but muſt convey what he has to ſay thro' their Interpoſition. 
A Man needs not be a Conjurer to underſtand their Defign. But, as 
it was always thought an Inſtance of Wiſdom ard Goodneſs in G. 
vernors to give their Subjects a free Acceſs to their Perſons, and a 
patient Attention to their modeſt Complaints, ſo no wiſe and pood- 
mouncellors, in former Time, ever obſtructed ſuch Applications. Mr. 
Webber has /ent the printed Remonſtrance 7 his Maje/ty at Hanover, 

directed to the Chaplain in waiting, for him to deliver with his own 
Hand; and he will likewiſe fend one e the Pamphlets in the ſant 
Manner, and I hope the Gentleman will faithfully deliver it. A 


ſ — 
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and aſſur d that he ſhould meet with Succeſs ; Neither did he in the 
leaſt doubt of the Concurrence of thoſe about the Court with his 
Majeſty's Pleaſure, in getting the Charter confirm'd, which they 
themſelves advis'd his Majeſty, in Council, to grant; eſpe- 
cially as the effectual Execution of the Scheme was of ſuch 
Importance to his Majeſty, as well as to the Nation. Accordingly 
Mr. W:2bber did apply the very next Seſſion; towards the latter Fra 
of which a certain Gentleman, of Note, in the Parliament-Houſe 
came to him in the Gallery, told him there was not Time to paſs the 
Bill that Seſſion, but that he might be eaſy, and might make the 
People in the Country eaſy, for it ſhould certainly be done the fol- 
lowing Seſſion ; but immediately after this Declaration to Mr. Web- 
ber, he whiſper'd another, adviſing him not to ſpend his Time and 
Money in the Affair becauſe it never would be done. This the Per- 


ſon, himſelf, ſome time afterwards, told to Mr. Webber and others. 


Encouraged by this Aſſurance the Projector apply'd again next 
Seſſion but to as little Purpoſe. Upon theſe Diſappointments he 
found Means to get A to his Majeſty, who told him, he 
thought it had bren done Upon this the Matter was brought 
into the Houſe, but nothing more was done in it, but only chang- 


ing the Vollen Bill into the Manche/ter Bill, to which the French 


not refuſe their Conſent, ——— However, Mr. Webber continued 
to ſollicit every Year till 1739, when a Bill paſs'd the Houſe, 
relating to the Importation Xx Iriſh Yarn, which, as Mr. Webber 
aſſur'd them it wou'd, open'd a wider Door for the Exportation of 
our Wool, lower'd the Price of it, embarras'd Trade, and occafion'd 
ſeveral to leave off, It was ſaid that this Bill was never intended 
to take Effect, tho' it was ſuffered to paſs, but it did, and a very bad 
Effeft it has produced. But between the Date of this Bill and the 
Mancheſter Bill ſome remarkable Things happen'd.. In the Year 
1733, Mr. Webber in the Preſence of Mr. Kandal (from whom I 
have my Information) was offer'd 10,0007. in Bank-Bills, if he 
would tell how he would bring the Million yearly from Foreigners 
into the Treaſury, and many Millions more into the Intereſt of 
Land and Trade. In 1737 he was off:r'd 20,000/. and his Status 
to be erected by Blactwell. Hall; and the Gentleman, who made 
the Offer, 1 next Day in one of the News-Papers, that he 
had agreed with the Projector for his Scheme. Juſt before the laſt 
Seſſion, he had another Offer made him by the {ame Perſon who 
made the firſt, and he was defir'd by another to be ready with his 
Scheme againſt their Meeting. — From theſe (and more that I 
could cite) Applications to Mr. Webber, it is plain that they had 
an excellent Opinion of the Prejector and of his Prejection, which, 


I hope, ſome others will take Notice of to their Shame. In March 13, | 


1734, Mr. Webber receiv'd a Letter from a former Servant of his, 
then employ'd in the Woollen Manufacturies in France, wherein he 
gave him the ſame honeſt Advice that the Gentleman, above men- 
tion'd, gave his Countryman in the Gallery of the Houſe of Com- 
mont; aſſuring him, upon the Authority of Count , thatit 


would be to no Purpeſe to purſue his Scheme, becauſe it was Ju. 
| "ou 


— 
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lated that France might have as much of our Wool as they pleas'd, 

This Letter Mr. Webter, in Juice to his King and Country, carried 

amenity to the Secretary. of State's Office, but was there told, 
> had beſt go home and be quiet — being above his Match. In 

1737, Mr. Webber accidently got a Sight of a Journal of the State 

of the French Manufaturies, made by one Mun, who was fent over 
r that Purpoſe by Authority. Mr. Webber preſſed the ſaid Mun 

to publiſb his Journnl, but he ſaid the Min18T&y would not ſuffer 
him. This Mr. Randal was a Witneſs to. But finding that Mr. 

Webber was determined to publiſh it from the 8 which he had, 

if the other refus'd any longer, it was then publiſh'd, 

About this Time Mr. 22 had Aſſurances, that Petitions would 
be ſent up to the Parliament from — cloathing Towns in the 
Kingdom, but Means were contrived to prevent it; and one of the 

Boroughs in Corxwal own'd that an Univerſal Regiftry would moſt 


effectually prevent the Running of Wool; but they were told, if 


it were granted in Charter, their Repreſentatives could not be able 
to get Places for any of them : So, if two or three Scrubs in the 
Corporation could get a Place, Fa Axe mi; ht take the King and 
Kingdom, for all them. It is hard to ſay which was greateſt, their 
Honefty, or their Policy. But they look*d no further than their firſt 
Year's Salary, What is to become of them and their Families next 
Year they neither know nor care; and are as much afraid of Infor- 
mation, as a Mole is of Light. E 
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By. the Advice of ſome of the beſt Judges he now publiſb'd his hi 


Scheme, and afterwards drew up, in Writing, the Nature of the 


intended Charter, which all, that have ſeen it, allow to be an ex- 


coding wiſe one, and what would be greatly beneficial to the Pub- 
He once more got Acceſs to his Majeſty, and gave one of the 


Schemes to him, but it was immediately taken out of his Hands, 
the Beef. Eater was reprimanded for mT him Admittance, and 
he went away diſappointed. —— He likewiſe | | 
Members of the Houſe of Commons, and to ſome of the Houſe of Lords. 
The Scheme, as I obſerved, was approv'd of, and highly extoll'd, 
but his Application was ſtill fruitleſs. —After this, he wrote a Let- 
ter tc the Prince of Wales, which the following Remonſtrance, de- 
liver'd at Guild-Hel!, gives an Account of, | 


gave one of them to the hd 


(25) 

asd, þ the Right Honourable the Logp Mayor, the Worſhipful the 
ried Court of AtverRMEN, and the Worthy Common-Council of the 
told, City of London, the ever faithful Friends of the Crown, and zea- 

In Jus Promoters of the Publick Welfare, the Earneſt Re mon- 
State fer RANeE Of SAMUELWEBBEC R, Shewing, From the 
over {imminent Danger that His Majeſty and the Nation are in, by Rea- 
Mun fon of the Exportation of our unmanuſactur'd Wool, the Neceſſity 
er Jof their Addreſſing His Majeſty, that, agreeable ro His Majeſtys 

r. Irromiſe, publiſh'd in the Gazezte of the 8th of May laſt, he would 
hed, Ide pleaſed to grant the ſaid Samuel Webber Acceſs to his Royal 

Perſon, and an Opportunity of making good what he advanced 

. in his Letter to his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales. | 
t | 


f the UN a Pamphlet lately publiſb'd upon Wool, I gave an Account 


moſt JF of the State of our Woollen Manufactures, from the Peace of 
„ if ick 1% this Time; fhewing, by undoubted Facts, that we had 
able yt the greateſt Demand from abroad for our Woollen Goods, - 
1 the Yer the French could not get our unmanufactur'd Wool from us 3 
and I hat then the Price of Wool always roſe at home, when the" 
their left DPuantities of it were exported to France: That the French 
firſt improved their Woollen Manufactures 10 fo great ' a Degree, 
next manufacture more of our Wool, than we do ourſelves; by: 
afor- ie Means they have carried away our Trade to all Parts where 

 $traded, to the great Enrichment of that powerful and ambitious » | 
his ron, and the impoweriſbing our own. I obſerv d, that unleſs an F 
the Bnediate Stop be put to the Exportation of our Wool unmanufactur'd, | | 
ex- Encouragement given to manufacturing it ourſelves. His Ma- 
Pub- "ty and the Nation muſt unawnidably be ruin'd in a little Time. At 

E. of the Panpblet I publiſh d an effetual Scheme to prevent 

f the  Pxportution of our Wool unmanufactur'd to Foreigners, and have 
nds, alen to bring from Foreigners one Million of Pounds yearly clear 
and n Hi Majeſty's Treaſury, and above ſeven Millions ( I might have | 
) the hd above twenty Millions) of Pounds yearly to the Intereſt of Land | 
ds. ld Trade of theſe his Majeſty's Dominions, without the Increaſe of 4 
Id, Þ Officer. One would have imagin'd that ſuch a Scheme, at a | 
Let- ne when the Nation flood in ſuch need of it for the Recovery f || 
de- & Trade, eſpecially now, when a War with Spain requires jo | 

Money to carry it on, would readily have been accepted, and | 

Projector bountifully rewarded. But in the Dedication of the | 


neil, I informed the Publick, at how great an E xpence and Trou- | 
Þ* 1 have in vain ſollicited to he heard, tho his Majeſty, when I | 
paid my Duty to him, was graciouſly pleas'd to receive my 
To Þ* als, and directed the then Attorney-General to report or form | 
ba Charter as I defired ; and many of the Honourable Houſe of | 
Summons allowed my Scheme to be the beſt that could be thought of .— 
was /till in Hopes that the Publication of theſe Fats, might, before 
ine, have gained a Hearing before the King and Parliament, | 
Tut an Affair of the laſt Importance ta the Safety of both, but I 
ve not been able to obtain. 3 Hearing. To juſtify my hearty Con- 
cern. 


moblet to the Lord —_— Court of Aldermen, and Common. ' 
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eern for the Cauſe of my King and Country, I think it proper topub- 

lifh 17 Account of the 2425 mpt that I made, to ſave them from ſave a 
Ruin. Hawing always been either denied Acceſs to his Majeſty, 

or not allowed Time to inform him of the dangerous Condition of 2 
Government, and of the Nation, I wrote a Letter the 3d of May 
lat, feed AE to bis Royal Highnafs tbe Privcs, wherein I de. "be 
clared, ( 

ſons, 


if 1 might haue the Libert of calling ſome honaurable Per- 
awell known, at Caurt, and wha knew me, to ſpeak to my Cha- 
rater) that 1 could communicate ſomething to his Majeſty, that in. 
mediately concern'd the Safety of his Crown and People: Upon which 
1.avas promiſed, in. the Gazette of the 8th following, that my Re. 
eft ſhould be. complied with. Accordingly I went to the Duke 
Newealtle's Office, my very kind Friend, who knew my Character; 
own" d myſelf the Author of the Letter fign'd A. B. mentioned in tt 
Gazette, and ſurrender d myſelf, in order to make good what I Ha 
Fer d. I was rectived tivilly, diſcharged without the leaſ Mark o 
plea ſure, but fill not allowed Aeceſi to the King, notwithfandin 
the publick Promiſe in the Gazette. Hard indeed is the Fate Me- 
narchs, when they. are not allowed the Liberty of a private Subjed, 
te be warned of. approaching Danger Hard the Fate of ® Nah 
tian, When declining in iti Trade, Wealth, and Strength, and jg 
ready. to be made Tributary to a powerful Neighbour; it cannot off 
Friends to exert themfelvei time enough to prevent itt Ruinl att 
our Ruin is the more grievous, becauſe not brought on us 2 
fareſten Accidents, ar Inadwertency. 1 have often, at the Hazard 
7 Reputation in paint of common Prudence, in Converſation v 
the Minifiry, and in Letters to them; as alſo in a printed Paper, 4 moſt 
livered in at the Door of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, fer fl 1 
in the 09g —— the dangerous Conſequence of 77 our /” 
Trade, by letting France have our anmanufatur'd Wool ; then 
bringing an intolerable: Load of unempl d Poor upon aur ruin 
Eftates, loſing that Wealth and Strength, which alone cam fu 
the Nation and Government, and transferring them to the ambitini- 
Houſe of Baurbon, of themſelves too inclinable to accomgiiis 
Ruin, becauſ# of our inronſiſtent. Interefts, aud too politick 40 nl 
Joon be fit foe 
1 have often declared our * n, 


ug (6 
1 then offer. 
at the Peril 


1 e upon the ſame Terms, humbly crave the Performance of N entire! 
Majeſty's Royal Promiſe, And this I dv fem @ ſincere * rr, 
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fable my KING andCOUNT R I from inevitable Dfradtion 
ef for, in my Fudgment, if aue ſuffer France to get another Crop of our 
4 4 Wool from us, and clap up a Ceſſation of Arms, Bo fach an im- 
Ma men/e E xpence to prepare for a ViToraus War, be eftrudion F both 
I pod muft be inevitable, 


Che I am, 

wo ' My Lord, and Gentlemen, s 
. Your moſt Obedient, 

— And reſpectful, 


Humble Servant, 


Samuel Webber. 


If chis Remonſtrance had produced, as he might very reaſonably 
pet, an Adareſi to his MajzsTY, and a Petition to the Parlia- 
at, ſuch is the juſt Influence of their Example over other Boroughs, 
would not have been in any one's Power to have prevented other 
Idreſſes and Petitions from following Theirs. 
The Citizens of London are ſo worthy a Body of Men, and 
ee ated with ſo much prudent Zeal for the publick Good, I have 
moſt aſfectionate and reſpectful Regard for them; but I cannot 
a expreſs ſome Degree of Amazement, as well as Concern, that 
rn ſo preſſing and moving an Application, they ſhou'd do nothing 
abel in an Affair that much better deſerved their Notice than any 
ing elſe that ever d, or even can come before them. As I am 
> willing to part with any Share of that Eſteem for them, which 
22 given me ſo much Pleaſure, I am endeavouring to account for 
"us Conduct in a Manner as little to their Diſadvantage as poſſible. 
immediately took the Benefit of an Obſervation of Mr. Webber's, 
md Mr. London's; they, obſerve, that the Woolken Trade has been 
long loſt, that the very Knowledge of what it was in its Glory, 
c its v Importance, not only to the Proſperrty, but to 
 #y Bring of the Nation, is loſt with it. But ſo much good Senſe, 
they have ſhewn on other Occaſions, ' ſhou'd have led them to 
d what had been written ſach a Subject, and to hear what 
Projector had to ſay when he fo fairly offered to explain, and ſo 
idently undertook. to defend, whatever appear'd unintelligible, 
incredible, Whether any will give themſelves the Trouble to 
what I have taken the Pains to write, or what Effect it ma 
I cannot ſay; but I can call God to Witneſs, that I wri 
full Conviction, and with the moſt upright Intention; not 
any perſonal Diſobligations, or, with any Party Views. I 
entirely ſatisfied that the Xing and the Nation muſt unavoidably 
undone, unleſs an immediate Stop be put to the Exportation of 
7 Wool, and that nothing _ Univer/al Regiftryin Charter 4 
| 2 


(3 J | 
effectually do it. I gave a Hint that this honeſt and ingenious Pro- 
jector ſeems to be raiſed up by a particular Act of Providence to ave 
us from Ruin. He has found out what nobody could contrive, 


tho' many have rack'd their Invention ever fince Queen Elizabeth's 
Time; and this Scheme is far, very far (of my own Knowledge I 
ou it) from being all that he can prepoſe to the Government for 
the Intereſt of his Majeſy, and the Weltare of the Community. In 
\ ſhort, I never yet converſed with any one who ſeems to me, to un- 
derſtand Trade and Commerce in general ſo well, or how to improve 
the Trade and Intereſt of this Kingdom in particular ; and 1 never 
yet met his Superior, hardly his Equal, in Integrity. He was told 
that he would, but once, repent his not coming into the Propoſals 
that have been made him; but not the 200 Millions that we might 
have ſav'd by keeping our Wool at Home; no: the more thay 
twice that Sum, which France has acquir'd by getting it 3 nothin 
can make him repent his having endeavour'd to fave his Xing and 
County from Ruin, 
+ I find it a common Objection, even among thoſe who wiſh wel 
to their Country, that if we hinder France from having our Wa: 
they'll declare War with us, and we ſhall be very much dir: 
by ſuch a War, A War, I grant, may be the Conſequence, tho 
a Wardeclar'd, by France, on ſuch an Occaſion, would be as ng 
torious a Violation of common Fuftice as ever was practiſcd, I wil 
not ſay by any Chriſtian Nation, but by any Nation that profeſs 
77 Principles of Morality. Becauſe we will not ſuffer them to! 
icwes and lea! our Wool, will they turn open Robbers, and ta 
it by Force? Becauſe we will not ſuffer them to have the moft © 
luable Part of the Products of our Country, to which we hav: 
abſolute Right, will they violently take the aut, make Sl 
of us, or de/troy us? And ſhall we tamely reſign up our All, at 
Ourſelves, to the Demands of wnjuft Violence, without one Strugy 
for it? If we are in a weak Condition this Year, we ſhall be 
a much weaker the next Year, upon the preſent Footing 
France be ſo ſtrong now, let them have our Vol, and they II 
ſtronger every Day, and therefore the ſooner they quarrel with 
for refuſing them our H/c/, we ſhall be the better able to defeny 
.ourſelves, And if we only act defenfrvely againſt Tyranny and q 
preſſion, and in Defence of the whole Proteſtant Religion, whit 
depends upon the State of England, have we not the more Re: 
to expect the Bleſſing of Providence upon our Arms? But how © 
we be ſaid to be defence/e/s with a Navy of 200 Sail of Men 
War? A War with France would, no doubt, be grievous, but wot 
not the Loſs of our Efates, our Liberties, and our Religion be 
grievous ? For my own Part, I had rather die Sword in 
than live ingloriouſſy; and Time has been when this was the 
tural Sentiment of an+Zrg/ioman. How our Neighbours we 
behave in caſe of a Rupture, it is diflicult to gueſs ; but how tl 
ought in common Prudence to act, Common Senſe will eafily 
If France ſhould ſubdue Great-Britain, in all human Appearan 
nothiag can prevent her from acquiring Uni verſal Monarchy ; W 
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procure us Allies, in Time of Need, tho we have 
been told, we have none at preſent. I do not mention any Reaſons of 
Gratitude for former Services, becauſe they will weigh but little in 
the Scale, but their own Deſtruction being the neceſſary Conſequence 
of ours, ſurely they might be prevail'd on to lay aſide their Fealouſy, 
and unite againſt the common Enemy. 'The Balance of Power 
muſt be either in Great-Britain, or France. If it be in France, 
we have ſeen what uſe they'll make of it; never reſt till they 
have got the whole of it. It was never the Aim, nor can it ever 
be the Intereſt of Grea?-Britain, to conguer her Neighbours. Wealth 
and Power would make us only more able Friends and Afiftants. 
They have found us ſuch heretofore, and they will too ſoon, _ 
haps, repent that they have contributed towards our preſent Ina- 
bility. | 
By Way of Concluſion, there are two Sorts of People that I 
would apply myſelf to. Thoſe who really mean to ſtop Wool, 
and thoſe who do not. It may ſeem to ſome a very ſtrange Sup- 
poſition to imagine that there can be any Man in England fo ig- 
norant, as not to know that the Exportation of it muſt be our 
Ruin ; or that any private Conſiderations ſhould be able to induce 
any one that has Reaſon and Humanity about him knowingly to 
conſent to the Ruin of his Country. If this Pamphlet odd fall 
into the Hands of any ſuch, I would defire them, if they pretend 
that they do nat mean to beggar us“, and to give us up a Prey to 
our Enemies, to anſwer what I have faid in a rational Way; (I 
defy them to do it) for calling Mr. Webber a Madman, and his 
Scheme a wild and impracticable Chymera, will not top the Pro- 

eſs of our growing Poverty and Weakneſs, nor prevent the Con- 

uences of our Inability to defend ourſelves againſt Forei 
Power. Will Party Prejudice fill the Hungry, or cloath the N ? 


Will it maintain Fleets and Armies? Can ve without Force de- 


fend ourſelves againſt Force? Or does Strength conſiſt in Weakneſs ? 
I here is no Medium, therefore. If they are not for ſtopping of 
Wool, they muſt intend (if they have any Thought at all about 
the Conſequence of exportivg it) to give up the King and the Na- 
tion to France, ſince that is plainly the neceſſary Conſequence. I 
would aſk them, then, upon what Inducement they would give us 
up? Or, how can it be their * Intereſt to do it ? A h Peo- 
„ perhaps, might get by ſuch a Change of the Government, 
t it is impoſſible that the Genera/ity of thoſe who ſeem to be diſin- 
clin'd to the Ropping of Wool, ſhould find their Account in it, er 
| to live ſo appi'y under a French Viceroy, and French 
Laws, as they may under our own Government, 2 
: , y 
* It can be proved that a certain Perſon made no Scyuple, 
Years ago, to declare a French Government to be the beſt, that the 
Nation ought to be kept poor, in order to be kept humble ; and 
that he would act agreeeable to his Opinion; and his ſubſequent Con- 
duct hath but too firongly prov'd the Sincerity of his Declaration. 
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by a Proteſtant Printe, in ſuch Plenty as we might abound in if we 
would but take Meaſures Fen. Recovery of our Trade *. 
As t0.thole that are ſincere Friends to their Country, and are 
convinced. of the abſolute Neceſſity of putting a Stop to the Expor- 
tation of our Wool to Foreigners, and yet are as indolent, unactive, 
aud unconcern'd about it, as if it were a Matter of little Weight, 
or that may as well be done at any other Time as now, I know 
not how to reconcile their Conduct to Common dem, or how to 
apply myſelf to ſuch inragſeent People. If, by their Folly, they 
were to ruin only themſelves, they would hardly deſerve the Com- 
of a wiſe Man; but it is extremely hard and provoking, 
vat thoſę he are awake and willing to exert "themſelves for their 
relervation, ſhould, in fpite of all that they can do, be yet an- 
e, becauſe they cannot rouſe others out of their Letbargy. If 
do not fully underſtand the Nature of the Scheme, why do 
hey not take more: Pains to be better inform'd, or have the Mo- 
to give a little Credit to thoſe who are better acquainted with 
it. If. upon a therough Examination, they diſibe any Part of it, 
why do they not immediately conſult together about proper Amend - 
mts. ? But what Reaſon have they to queſtion the Eæpedienq of a 
which his Majeſty granted, by, and with the Advice of his 
1 Council, upon the moſt mature Conſideration; At leaſt, 
wy do they not petition his pub/ick Cnuncil. the Parliament, to 
the Matter into their Condideration ; eſpecially as it is well 
own that ſeveral of the moſt able Men in the Hauſe have de- 
their gaad Opinion af it, and their Per ſuaſion that we 
| wagons, poles Wool be fap'd ? Why, I tay, did they 
„ amportunately deſire their Repreſematives to a 
aw 2 the Excontiun of it, or think of 4 better Scheme Ly. 
why do 
Purpoſe t 


not addreſs his Majeſty to call them together for that 
LIES do his Majeſty and the Kingdom ? Are 28 Mil 


the Parliamett poſſibly meet upon a Buſineſs of 
bp. us every: Lear, and above twice as much gained by © 


auch a Trifle, that we can fafely let Seſſion after 
without putting a Stop to this fatal Evil? Did our Do 
God + bo 9. i ace 

* Þ.zs a wery great Migfortune that Trade is fo Jitele under flood, 
and fa grea: 5 4 \ 5 mb Gentlemen 4 —— —_ 
rawnot be diſpoſed to make proper Laws for the Enconrtigement of what 
to wh 8, nor wider Fand. But ſuch Perfons wonld do well 
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wid. be. worth notbing <yitheut it. Ut highly concerns our Ho- 
able Repreſentatives, in point of Intereſt, to acquire juſt Notions 
it An, God diſpo/e thoſe No blemen <vho ave Acceſs to the 
ne, ta in ſtill ibem into bis Majeſty. His Readine/s to entourage 

| ay epprar d from, his Grant to Mr. Webber, Cc. but if it were 
le .zo fubfoſe that he could imbibe the wicked and weak Pofition 
anced ene of bis. Subject, both his Majeſty and the whole 
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Wool-packs in the Houſe of Lords to remind them of the great 
13 our Wool ? And it now fallen below our Notice ? 


In the Name of every Thing that is /en/#b/e and prudent, what can 


the People of this Kingdom mean? Is it Matter of Indifferency to 
the Nobi/ity and Gentry, whether they be forced to give up all 


their Church Lands ?- Whether the Value of their Eſtates riſes, or 


falls? Whether their Rents be paid, or not paid? Whether the 
Weight of the Taxes and Poors Rates be light, or heavy? Whe- 
ther the Streets and Roads be peſter'd with Beggars, Thieves, and 
Robbers ; or whether we travel and live ſafe and unmoleſted ? W he- 
ther Induſtry and Viztue, or Idleneſs and Vice prevail ? Is it Mat- 
ter of -/ndifferexcy to- the Merchants and Traders of all Sorts, whe- 
ther they have a good, or a bad Trade? Whether there be little or 
much Money circulating ? Is it Matter of Indi ferency to the Biſoops 
and Clergy, whether they be obliged to part with their Preferments, 
or give up their Religion? Whether the Proteſtant Religion be pre- 
ſerv'd, or deſtroy'd over all Europe? Whether the People be able 
to pay their Yrbes and Offerings? Am I Warm? Tam. © The 
Cauſe deſerves it. Our 4 is at Stake; and if loſt, can never 

retriev'd. 44 have cxpggerated;) | let any one ſhew-it, and. I dan 
promiſe to Waway my Pen, never to get another to 
diſturb the Publick wit... =. tr £ 195 „ Napa 
hat this Pamphlet may not be unknown, I am deter min d to 
ixculate at my own-Expence, at leaſt a Thouſand of them; and 
if any one, after reading it, ſhall be. diſpoſed to give away any in 
proper Places, he ſhall have a Douen at half Prices © 

| Whether the Citizens of London will follow my Example by. cirg 
ting ſome of them among their Correſpondents in the Country, 
Friends in Toaun ; or Whether any others, of Ability to do it, 
All give any Thing towards ſaving their Country and themſelves 
rom Ruin, they only muſt determine. I have done the utmoſt in 
Power, and what I have done cannot be al fruitleſs, be- 
auſe it will give me Peace of Mind, and enable me to bear my 
dbaze.of any Calamities which I could not hinder, with the more 
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POSTSCRIPT. fi 
Da = 
T is now about Three Months fince I firſt publiſhed this Pan- Yiles < 
pblet, and the many Thouſands of them that have been fold, art 
« ſufficient Anſwer to the Objeftions that have been made a- he. 
gainft it. For, as it has fallen into the Hands of ſuch Variety | 
of Readers, the moſt Knowing and Acute, as wwell as the N thi 
rant and Tnattentive, and yet the more it has been read, the more it vi 
has been approv'd; This is the higheſt preſumptive Argument that the "i 
Fats art true, in the general,- and the. Reaſonings from them con- 
* But it may not be improper to take ſome ſhort Notice f 
<vhat has been ſaid by" Friends and Enemies in Diminution of it. 
| | 1 


. SOME were fond of making Exceptions, not out of am wicked" 

Deſign, But only to Hen thei Penetration and. 7 udgment. Off 
This Impertinent Kind have I met with ſeveral, in Coffee 
Houſes and Clubs, who, from: mere Vanity, have depreciated a 
Work while they were commending it, and thrown cold Maur 
upon A Defign, which, at the ſame Time, they could not but ac- e 
knowledge to be neceſſary to the Safety of the Nation. A Condut#' 
not very equitable, with regard to the Good Intention of the Wri- Wi 
ter, or any ways prudent, with regard to the Succeſs of the Per- 
formance ; both which Conſiderations ſhould have induced every ho- 
neſt and grateful Reader to read with Candour, to paſs over any 
little incidental Slips for the Sake of the many Seaſonable, Impor- | 
tant Truths advanced in it; and, inſtead of leſſening its Credit 
and obſtructing its Influence becauſe they think it not a perfect 
Piece, to recommend and forward it becauſe they own it to be Penton; 
right in the main, and ſuch as may. be the Means of doing Good are 
Service in This Time of Danger. I ſhould think, alſo, that com- . Seca 
mon Modeſty ſhould be a reaſonable Motive to diſtruſt in all Cafes 
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"For; if | the Miniſtry 


7 lain Gm ation. of thoſe Pretences. 
en of Opinion that it was Impoſſible t prevent tbe Ex 
tion of our Wool, or that Mr. Webber's "Scheme. avould nor 


. bat Mer, not as much diſtracted 
n Advocates have repreſented Mr. Webber to be, ſbould 
purchaſe: it? I is 285 to ſay <whith i 8 tl 


| 75 thoſe who can attempt te im the. Na 
nary of or the Folly of f Hoſe net oa who 
Aer them. 1 event the ion 
eos zwe need go no Further,  Reafon-of 5 than to 


4 y Facts, * in the' tee M.. We „ the © 
N Ber, carried a Letter (ehich he received from 
nd which” gave an Account that the Fuscen, by Ac 
LENT, were to have dm much ef our Woot as they wou 
Secretary of — Office; who, "inſtead of communit 

{er rig and Council, only told Mr. Hahl 
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tives ta do it, any more than he could prevail upon 
e. tbe Publick to their private Advantage." No. doubt, 
oney, on wich an Occafion, would nos be wanting, if any 
pnourable embers would accept of it 3 but; can any Bribe 
it worth a Wiſe Man's while to, Ruin his'Eftate, and ma 
and Family Slaves, after having fo long tafted of the 
? Liberty 252 Plenty? Veuld a Penſion, of à Place, far 
ars, be a Compenſation for perpetual Subjeftion to Art 
Power. perhaps for Baniſhment, perhaps for wo xs E Perſecution 
a Apetlon is as great an ee upon the Common- Se 
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7 2 
t i the Integrity, of that Honourable and Wiſe Aſſembly, 
= — it, would be 755 bigbeſt Breach of Hud oh 7 2 
anſwer for it, that a Little Time will open ſuch à Scene of Po- 


werty and Difireſs, that whoever of our. Repreſentatives ven- 
ture to oppoſe an Act to prevent the E xportation of our Wal, or 
ſhould nat himſelf forward to procure one, ſuch Conduct would . 
render him more odious to his Conſlituents than even the Exciſe 
Scheme, and put it out of the Power of Bribery, prevalent as it is. 
to purchaſe” him a Seat in another Parliament; but, I perſuade n- 
felf, our worthy Members will voluntarily intitle tbemſelves to the 
Efteem and Favour of their Country by anticipating any Application, 
and redreſſing. their Grievances before they can have an rtunity to 
complain of them, But, if any other Security, befides the Honour and 
Wiſdom of a Britiſh Houſe of Commons, were wanting to make 
us eaſy and ſafe, wwe have the Honour and Wiſdom of the moſt 
Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, who will never fit 
filent while his Majeſty, the We = of the whole Nation, the 
whole Proteſtant Re ; the Liberties of all Europe, are in ſuch 
Imminent Danger of being fwallowed up by the growing Strength 
of France, but will apprize his Majeſty of the dangerous Condition 
wwe are in, with the Cauſes of it, and adviſe him to take ſpeedy 
Meaſures to prevent a General Ruin. If what I have written 
ſhould contribute any thing towards it, I ſhall think I have lid 
enough to Glory, after having been an Inſtrument in the Hands 
of Providence to ſerve all thoſe valuable Intereſts. As I did, be- 
fore I began the Pamphlet, or zhe Poſtſcript, humbly beg God's 
Aſfiftance ; fo having written them in the beſt manner 1 could, I 
do earneſtly beg of him to give Succeſt to Them. | : 
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N. B. Mr. Webber lives in Ezre-fireet, Gravel-Lane, Southwark, 
and will be ready to appear to anſwer to any of the Fas, 
mentioned under his Name ; or to ſatisfy any Perſons in any 
Difficulty concerning his Scheme. 
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